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Run ye tov and fro through the streets of Je rusalem, and see now, and know, and 
seek in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be any that executeth 
judgment, that seeketh the truth.—Jeremiah, v. 1. 
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THE FOUR FIRST VIALS. 

We have deemed it proper in this 
nuinber, to give our views respecting 
the four first vials, as written and pub- 
lished in 1813. The evidence of their 
fulfilment seems so plain, that few per- 
haps will be disposed to question it. 
If there be any defectiveness or incon- 
sistency In the explanation given, or a 
want of fitness in the events presented 
with the prophecies to which they 
are applied, we should be willing to 
see it pointed out. For a correct ex- 
position of any prophecy fulfilled in 
our day, is important to prove to those 
of a doubtful mind, that there is a Di- 
vine Being that reveals events to men, 
and foretells things which are to come 
to pass many hundred years before 
their accomplishment. Without fur- 
ther introduction we proceed to the 
exposition. 

“ And I heard a great voice out of 
the temple, saying to the seven angels, 
Go your ways, and pour out the vials 
of the wrath of God upon the earth. 
And the first went, and poured out his 
vial upon the earth; and there fell a 
noisome and grievous sore upon the 
men which had the mark of the beast, 
and upon them which worshipped his 
image.’’—Rev. xvi. 1. 

A sore, in the language of scripture, 
signifies some sin, or wickedness. 
Thus Isaiah, speaking of the depraved 
condition of the Jewish community, 
says; * From the sole of the foot even 
unto the head there is no soundness in 
it; but wounds, and bruises, and pu- 
trifying sores.’’ A noisome and griev- 
ous sore, must mean the worst kind 
of wickedness, and that wickedness 








of France and the adjacent countries, 
in the latter part of the last century. 
There could not, methinks, be a more 
noisome and grievous sore than this; 
and it fell upon a people, who were 
bigoted to the church of Rome, and 
devoted to all its institutions and cere- 
inonies.—Having now, under this vial, 
cast off pretty much all restraint, and 
beginning fast to deny the very being 
of a God, the inhabitants of France 
may be considered as in a dead a 


dying state, with respect to every thing 


of a religious or spiritual nature. This 
brings us to the subject of the next 
vial, which is immediately poured out. 

** And the second angel poured out 
his vial upon the sea; and it became as 
the blood of a dead man: and every 
living soul died in the sea.’ 

The sea, in the language of sym- 
hols, (and by symbols almost every 
thing in the Revelation is represented, ) 
signifies a nation in a state of revolu- 
tion or tumult. In this condition was 
France, on the pouring out of this 
vial, under which the king is dethroned 
and beheaded, the nobility slaughtered 
or guillotined, and the whole country 
deluged by the blood of her own citi- 
zeus. The expression dead man, 
seeins to signify, men dead to God, as 
the inhabitants of France mostly were 
at this time; and every living®soul 
dying in the sea, may intimate, that 
every person possessed with any good- 
ness, or having any spiritual life within 
him, will die to it all, amidst the par- 
ty rage, open infidelity, and violent 
massacre, which go on throughout the 
empire, on the pouring out of this vial, 
For I am ready to conclude, that by 





was the open and powerful workings jie time the commotions and tumults 
of infidelity, which fell upon-the people | which took place under this vial, were 
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over, there could scarcely a person be Delecr ee have been put to death 
found in France, in whom any true professors of christianity, since heat 
spiritual life remained.* persecutions ceased. “ And I heard 

“ And the third angel poured out another out of the altar say, Even 
his vial upon the rivers and fountains Lord God Almighty, true and right. 
of waters; and they rime blood.”” || eous are thy judgments.” 

i and fountains of waters, sig- 
sits bane and kingdoms of people,|| [The fulfilment of the fourth viel being 
existing in a more tranquil condition || POW Pasts the ies _saeenened will here be 
than one denominated the sea. After) Stven 9 the past tense, instead of the 
the inhabitants of France had gone on jes as when written while in a course 
for a while, slaughtering their own || of fulfilment in 1813. Some observations 
citizens, they rushed into the other} will afterwards also be made on the other 
states and kingdoms of Europe, and) vials, and certain other prophecies now 
they became blood. Italy, Switzerland, |! fulfilling, or shortly to be fulfilled. } 
Germany, and the states of Holland, 
all witnessed the awful carnage of in-|| “ And the fourth angel poured out 
furiated infidels, (dead to God and to) his vial upon the sun; and power was 
humanity,) and their provinces became || given him to scorch men with fire.”— 
slaughter-houses for their own people. || Rev. xvi. 8. 

« And I heard the angel of the waters|| As the sun is the supreme h- 
say, Thou art righteous, O Lord,||minary in the firmament; so here, 
which art, and wast, and shalt be, be-|\from the symbol of the sun, taken 
cause thou hast judged thus: For they ‘from the heavenly bodies, is to be un- 
have shed the blood of saints and|\derstood the supreme empire in the 

ophets, and thou hast given them||European world. That empire was 
blood to drink; for they are worthy.”’\\ France in the latter part of the last 
It is to be particularly noticed, that in and the beginning of the present cen- 
those countries where the ravages of||tury; and the inhabitants of nearly all 
infidel France extended, many hundred || Europe, for a length of time, expe- 
thousand pious Christians and faithful || rienced its scorching, tyrannical, and 


* Says one—"* The revolution in F destructive influence. When the sun 
—_ ‘olution in France te j : it invi 
afforded the philosophers that precious call ne a “ _ ‘ai 

opportunity, they had so enthusiastically || "eS and cherishes the plants o 
desired, of disseminating the principles earth; they grow up and flourish: but 


of infidelity among the lower ranks of|| When it sends forth a scorching and 
people. This was effected with zeal and 


all burning heat, how are the vegetables 
rapidity in deluges of pamphlets, books = } 

ag and plants and 
on papers, from one farthing up to six d oa — . he ors se . Ro 
pence in price, and ‘the poor,’ as it was yea by its ata intuence. 
at that time observed, ‘got rid of their also, when an empire 1s regulated by 


religion at a very easy expense’—T salitiene entand ed by 8 
the lower people of France yond hilo VY principles, and govern by 


: ; prince of a pacific and benevolent dis 
crtinty became come tt | position, how advantageous and 
dee, amongst the peasantry of the distant cial is it to mankind: but when ruled 


provinces. Even in those ‘tic || DY an ambitious t t, who 
losing ground every dey. the it is o yrant, 


—TI forth we € 
writer, speaking of the state of Promain poe the inhabiteaaa see - 


: with a furious heated zeal 

wThe Preach paste Agee a power and nou how many tens 
AP eneral are said r 

to be totally indifferent t : of thousands are either destroyed o 

religion in all i erent to the subject of y 


infidelity, have now no attracti d .° 9" 

aoe on, the||“estructive sway. And men, 8878 

a mind being absolutely satiated, or||the propheey : hed with 4 
er surfeited therewith.” y. “ were score 


great heat, and blasphemed God, which 
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hath power over these plagues: and 
they repented not to give him glory.’* 

It was with a great heat, a great 
power, that France, under Bounaparte, 
scorched the inhabitants of Europe. 
But agreeably to the prophecy, the 
people of Europe only became worse, 
and more wicked under the judgment, 
and did not repent and turn to the 
Lord (who alone had power over these 
plazues and calamities of slaughter 
and the sword, and could say, thus far 
shall they go and no further) but they 
thought to put a stop to them by their 
own human strength and ability, and 
by the multitude of their troops and 
armies. Hence they were slain by 
hundreds of thousands, without pro- 
ducing any amendment among man- 
kind, or causing them to become bet- 
ter under the calamity. 

There is no doubt but the king spo- 
ken of in Daniel, xi. 36, which should 
do according to his will, and prosper 
till the indignation assigned for him to 
perform, should be accomplished, was 
the kingdom of France under Bouna- 
parte. He went on prospering and 
conquering, notwithstanding all the 





* Says Adam Clarke, ‘‘ Robert Flem- | 


ing, more than one hundred years ago, in 
his View of Scripture Prophecy, supposed 
that the sun here meant the French em- 
pire. And it is remarkable, that in 1793, 
the French king was beheaded by the 
National Assembly; and great and unpar- 
alleled miseries fell upon the French na- 
tion, which nearly extinguished all their 
nobility, and brought about a war that 
has lasted twenty-three years, and has 


nearly ruined that country, and all the | 
They repented not. | 


nations of Europe. 
No moral national amendment has taken 
place in consequence of the above calami- 
ties in that unhappy country; nor indeed 
any of those nations engaged against her, 
in that long and ruinous contest, which 
has now terminated, (1817,) without pro- 
ducing one political, moral, or religious 
advantage to herself, or to Europe.” 

So accurately has the prophecy re- 
specting the nations not repenting, on ac- 
count of these calamities, been fulfilled. 
Nor will they repent under any present 
calamities, or those that shall be hereafter, 
for some time to come. 


| 





| 
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opposition made against him by all the 


powers of Europe, till the judgment 
destined for him to accomplish was 
fulfilled. This judgment was symbol- 
ized by the reaping of the harvest of 
the earth, Rev. xiv. 15, 16, while with 
equal certainty it may be affirmed, 
that the gathering the clusters of the 
vine of the earth, and treading themin 
the great wine-press of the wrath of 
God, are events yet to take place. 
The reaping of the harvest of the 
earth, moreover, seems to represent 
more particularly the cutting off the 
infidel part of mankind: (for in all 
those countries where the ravages of 
the French armies extended, infidelity 
to a very great degree prevailed;) 
while the gathering of the clusters of 
the vine of the earth, and treading them 
in the wine-press of the wrath of God, 
signify the gathering together, and cut- 
ting off tle degenerate professors of 
christianity, who will become more 
and more degenerate, till this event 
shall take place: for when it does take 


iplace, her grapes are declared to be 
| fully ripe; evidently denoting great de- 


pravity in all the various religious bo- 
dies of men. 

The vine, throughout the Scriptures, 
always has reference to the church; 


“and its being here called the vine of 


| 





| 











the earth, denotes its earthly and de- 
generate condition at the period when 
its clusters are gathered and trodden 
in the wine-press of the wrath of God. 
The clusters of the vine too seem to 
designate the great multitude of sects 
and persuasions, composing the out- 
ward visible church; all of which will 
be brought toan end at the time when 
this treading of the wine-press shall 
take place. For that divine personage 
mentioned, Rey. xix. 11, who goes 
forth on a white horse against the 
beast, the false prophet, and the kings 


of the earth and their armies, and who 


is called Faithful and True, The 
Word of Ged, as well as Kine oF 
Kiyes, and Lorp or Lorps, is repre- 
sented as treading the wine-press of 


the fierceness and wrath of Almighty 





—-* - 








132 





THE REFORMER 








God: and at the time of this treading 
of the wine-press he overcomes W hat- 
soever opposes his reign, and subdues 
all things to himself—so that neither 
the beast, the false prophet, or the 
kings of the earth, have power or do- 
minion any longer over men. 7 he 
incorrigibly wicked and bigoted in all 
the various human systems and torms 
of religion which now exist, will then 
be wholly cut off, and go to their final 
account, alive to all their bigotry and 
zeal in opposing the cause of Christ 
(like the Scribes and Pharisees of old,) 
while the remnant who are not so 
blind, bigoted, and mad in their oppo- 
sition to the kingdom and reign of 
Christ, will be slain by the evidence 
and force of truth, or as expressed in 
the Revelation, by the sword of him 
that sitteth upon the horse, which sword 
proceeded out of his mouth. And all 
mankind (signified by all the fowls 
that fly in the midst of heaven) will 
be benefited, and receive the advan- 
tage which will arise from the subju- 
gation of all the opposers of Christ's 
kingdom, and the overthrow of every 


accordance with the spirit and princi- 
ples of the gospel. 

None who reflect on the great 
quantity of blood which comes out of 
the wine-press, upon the gathering of 
the clusters of the vine of the earth, 
and treading them in the great wine- 
press of the wrath of God, can doubt 
but that there will at this time be the 
most awful and sanguinary slaughters 
that have ever taken place on the 
earth. For blood is never mentioned 
in prophecy except to denote slaugh- 
ter by the sword, and the great quan- 
tity of blood mentioned denotes the 
greatness of the slaughter. It is said 
that biood will come up unto the horse- 
bridles, by the space of a thousand and 
Bix hundred furlongs. Mankind will 
indeed, at this time, be slaughtered by 
hundreds of thousands, ven, millions: 
and this awful period is drawing on 
' apace, while few seem to have an 

idea of the great miseries and calami- 
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ties which are shortly to be expe- 
rienced. 


‘These last calamities and 
scenes of slaughter, comprise what jg 
called the vintage, and it will be much 


more destructive in human lives than 
‘the harvest; and it will follow the lat. 
ter, after a small interval of time, as 


the vintage follows the harvest in the 
natural world. Hence these symbols 


‘of reaping the harvest, and gathering 


the vintage, are used in the Revelation 
as the most appropriate emblems to 
answer to the two events that were to 


take place: the first of which has been 


already accomplished in the slaughter 
and destruction which followed after 
the former French revolution; and the 
other will principally take place under 
the seventh vial. 

We are now living under the fifth 
vial, which is to produce darkness* 
among the religious orders in Europe, 
and their supporters, and cause them 
to gnaw their tongues for pain. Dark- 
ness denotes confusion, perplexity, 
and distress; and gnawing the tongue 


for pain, implies trouble, agony, and 


misery, without the possibility of re- 
power, system and practice, not in || 


moving the calamity, or remedying the 
evils under which the persons suffer. 





* There is some analogy between the 
plagues of Egypt, and the plagues under 
the seven vials. And during the darkness 


over the land of Egypt, it is said, ‘*they 
‘Saw not one another, neither rose any 
from his place for three days.” So at this 
time with the nations of Europe. In their 


dismay and perplexity at the state of 
things, they have for some time had theit 


armies all prepared, and often seem ready 


to engage in mortal strife: but the dark- 
ness, perplexity, and embarrassment, 
which surround them, make them afraid 
to move out of their places, or begin & 
contest, (the result of which they cannot 
foresee) lest, like a man in the dark, they 
fall into a snare or plunge ina pit. Under 
the next vial, the kings and priests of Eu- 
rope will know their object, and act for 
one definite point, and that will be the 
extirpation of every germ of liberty, both 
political and religious, and every thing 
that opposes their tyrannical and vindic- 
tive sway. They will succeed for a time, 


but their reign will be short, and they 
hever reign again. 
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This is a true picture of the condition | 
of Europe at this time, and it will be 
still more abundantly realized hereaf- 
ter. For the kings and priests of En- 
rope are about to be sorely visited in 
a most signal manner, till they will 
gnaw their tongues for pain, without, 
however, producing any moral effect 
or amendment among them; for it is 
said they will blaspheme the God of 


heaven because of their pains and their | 


sores, and not repent of their deeds. 
Their pains and sores have hardly vet 
commenced. Mark what is here said, 
for we feel that we hazard nothing in 
saying, that under the present vial, 
kings and priests will nearly abandon 
each other, will be grievously annoyed 
and reduced very low. They will, 
however, afterwards be again closely 
united together for putting down all 
liberal and infidel sentiments, as well | 
as the small portion of true christian- 
ity, which may then exist. But their 
triumph and reign will be very short; 

for their miseries, and their entire de- 
struction will soon follow by means of 
the stone cut out without hands, which 
will speedily effect their complete and 
final overthrow. 

Under the sixth and next vial, Tur- 
key, or the Mahometan power, will 
come to an end, or be dried up, or as 
it is expressed in Daniel viii. 25, it will 
be broken without hand, For Turkey 
now embraces nearly the whole body 
of the Mahometans, whose success 
and power, both under the name of 
Saracens and ‘Turks, are described un- 
der the symbol of the little horn which 
gp exceeding great,— Daniel viii. 9, 

, &c. At the same time with the 
ie up of the Turkish power, the 
three evil spirits, out of the mouth of 
the dragon, the beast, and the false 
prophet, will go forth unto the kings 
of the earth, and of the whole world, 
to gather thom to the battle of the 
great day of God Almighty; and there 
will soon foliow the most awful slaugh- 








ter and devastation, convulsions and 





overturnings. Infidelity will be sud-| 
denly and wholly put down by vialence ll 





from the hands of | priests and kings; 
and at this time too the witnesses will 


be slain, for a short time only, for they 
‘will soon arise and overcome every 


thing which opposes them, and truth 
and righteousness will prevail on the 
earth. 

Christ speaks of a time which we 


believe is yet future, that shall come as 
‘a snare on all them that dwell on the 
face of the whole earth.—Luke xxi. 35. 
‘And under the sixth vial, 
‘seems to be made to the same event, 
‘in the following words: 
‘come as a thief. 


allusion 


** Behold, I 
What we are par- 
ticularly to understand by these ex- 
pressions, will be known before a great 
many years, by their fulfilment. ‘They 
evidently allude to something that shall 
take place very unexpectedly, and for 
which few will be prepared. The 
witnesses, we apprehend, will be slain 
about this period, and true religion 
also will be in a lower condition than 
it ever has been since the gospel was 
first preached unto men. For the 
evil spirits under the sixth vial, will be 
productive of the worst effects upon 
mankind generally, and fully prepare 
them for the calamities and miseries 
which will come upon the earth, on the 
pouring out of the seventh and last 
vial of the wrath of God. 

Christ also speaks of a time signally 
marked by the hand of providence, 
which corresponds to no event which 
has yet taken place, since the predic- 
tion was made, so justly as to the pre- 
sent visitation of the Cholera Morbus. 
In its diffusion, and in the selection of 
its victims, it seems to be governed by 
a mysterious and an unexplained cause. 
None can know who will be attacked, 
or who escape, as it does not depend 
upon avoiding the sick, or being with 
the diseased. One is taken, and 
another left, both living together, fol- 
lowing the saine occupation, and being 
equally exposed. Nor does this visi- 
tation, like most other diseases, arrive 
at a place and then leave it. It com- 
mouly lingers about in the same eoun- 
try, or in the same town, where it 
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has once come, and frequently renews 
its violence; and in its second visitation, 
it is sometimes more destructive than | 
the first, without any assignable cause. 

The same person is moreover liable to 
have it again and again. It seems 
therefore, not only a mysterious, but 
in a great measure, it is a permanent 
disease; and during its continuance, 
one is taken, and another left, as if in 














its operations, it was under the direc- 
tion of a supernatural and an invisible 
hand. 
A late English paper, in speaking 
of this disorder, says: ‘* Of its remote 
cause we really know nothing; it 
seems to give the lie to all our known 
laws of contagion—spreading in India 
in the teeth of the most powerful mon- 
soons.”” (The monsoons are strong 
winds in India, which blow constantly | 
for six months one way.) The same. 
writer adds: “ The result of its pro-. 
gress hitherto, too fully attest the utter, 
insufficiency of sanitary cordons in 
checking this dreadful pestilence.” 
This malady is evidently a visitation 
sent of God, and it calls loudly for 
humiliation and repentance among the 
nations, and looking unto God to stay 
the destroying angel, as much as any 
visitation which has ever come upon 
men. But it will be attended with no 
such effects. We are forewarned of this 
in the prophecies respecting these latter 
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——— 
of heaven, because of them, and not 
repent of their deeds. 

“ The seven last vials,’ as we have 
seen, began to be poured out many 
years ago, and mankind have neither 
repented, or become any better under 
them; nor will they become so at pre- 
sent, or for a considerable time hence, 
But in the termination of these judg. 
ments, a great portion of mankind 
will be cut off in their wickedness, 
blaspheming God, on account of their 
miseries and calamities, as mentioned 
under the seventh and last vial. The 
Lord has already began to come in 
his judgments preparatory to the reap- 
ing of the vintage, and his judgments 
will not cease from this time till the 
wicked are all destroyed or subdued 
to his reign. Christ indeed may now 
be said to have began his coming to 
subdue the nations* to himself; and he 
has signified that when he comes, he 
shall hardly find faith on the earth. 
There is in reality now very little faith 
on the earth, but little dependance on 
the providence of God, and there will 
be even less before there is more. 
Almost every thing is now ascribed to 
causes without scarcely any reference 
to a divine hand. And from informa- 
tion lately received, it appears that 
nearly throughout Germany, the great 
body of the people, particularly the 
learned and great, together with the 











judgments, for this pestilence is only 


an appendage to other more distressing Scriptures, and all miracles in any age 


calamities belonging to the seven last 
vials, or plagues, under which we are 
informed, men will blaspheme the God 





* Says alate paper; “‘ The Cholera Mor- 
as overrun, in the course of fifteen 
years, all Asia, the North Eastern part of 
Africa, and all Europe, with the excep- 
tion of France, Spain, Portugal, and the 
Italian States. It revisited several towns 
in the East Indies, as many as six or seven 
times. It prevailed in Moscow during the 
coldest part of the winter, and was ex- 
tremely fatal; and in Egypt in the great 
heat of July and August of last year. It 


appears to be one of th , 
providence has ose plagues, which 


ord . -. oe 
number of huma aed to diminish the 


priests, deny all inspiration of the 


of the world. Every thing recorded 
as such in Scripture, is ascribed by 
them to trick, or to the ignorance of 
dark times, or is accounted for on 
philosophical principles, as mere natu- 
ral events, without any intervention of 
adivine Being. See various articles 
on this subject in late numbers of the 
Edinburgh Review, whose editor seems 
ready to follow in the wake. , 
' This spirit and these principles will 
soon extend over the principal part 
the European or Christian world, 8° 


* And “as the vessels of a potter shel 
they be broken to shivers; even as I 














n beings.” 








af my Father.” Rev. ii. 27. 
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called, for the present, or fifth vial, 1s to 
be poured out on the seat or throne of 
the beast, and the priests and poten- 
tates in their interest, will, ere long, 
gnaw their tongues for pain, on ac- 
count of the miseries and troubles 
which will come upon them. Corrupt 
religious establishments, and kings fa- 
vourable to them, will therefore, in a 
short time, be greatly prostrated, and 
experience very great trouble and 
misery for a season; after which the 
beast, the false prophet, or corrupt 
priests, with the kings associated with 
them, will again come into power and 
ascendency, and they will crush and 
put down, in revengeful wrath, every 
thing that annoys them, or that is op- 
posed to their reign and control. In- 
fidelity, liberty, and true christianity, 
will alike experience the force of their 
vengeance, meted out against them 
with an unsparing and remorseless 
hand. Their reign, however, will be 
but short, only a few years; for they 
will be broken to pieces and destroyed 
by the stone cut out without hands, 
which will increase, and in a little time 
fill the whole earth. 

With respect to those who think 
that Christ confined his prophecies to 
events relating only to the destruction 
of Jerusalem, and could have had no 
reference to any such visitation as the 
pestilence now prevailing in the eastern 
world, in the expressions before alluded 
to, of one being taken, and another left, 
we would observe:—Three distinct 
questions were put to Christ by the 
disciples. First. “ When shall these 
things be?’ meaning the destruction of 
the temple, the city, and the Jewish 
state. Second. “ And what shall be 
the sign of thy coming?” to subdue the 
unrighteous, and rule over the na- 
tions. In this coming, he will first 
come in judgment and then in mercy. 
The third inquiry was concerning the 
end of the world. Christ replies to the 
first inquiry, Matthew xxiv. from the 
4th to the 22d verse. He next speaks 
of events which should follow after the 





destruction of Jerusalem, till his com- 


ing to rule over the nations, from 
verse 23 to verse 31.* And with re- 
spect to the third inquiry concerning 
the end of the world, he answers in 
verse 36, and perhaps adds in refer- 
ence to that event, verses 37, 38, and 
39. The remainder of the chapter, as 
in most other prophecies of Scripture, 
is occupied in bringing into view some 
of the accompanying events and signs 
which precede the establishment of 
Christ’s kingdom and reign on the 
earth, and among these are found the 
mysterious and distinguished marks of 
divine interposition in the words now 
under consideration, respecting one 
being taken, and another left. 

It is certain, that no event has taken 
place since this prophecy was given, 
answering so justly to these words of 
Christ, as the pestilence which now 
prevails in the eastern world, taking 
one, and leaving another, in a manner 
not to be explained or accounted for, 
except as it is referred to a secret and 
mysterious agency, under the direc- 
tion of a Divine hand. And is it not 
reasonable to suppose, that an event 
so striking and fatal to the lives of man- 
kind, would be mentioned by prophecy 
in some way. We think Christ did 
refer to it in the words before quoted, 
and that these words are now fulfilling, 
and their fulfilment is among those 
latter judgments that were to precede 
the reign of Christ, under which judg- 
ments we are now living; for the dis- 
quiet, trouble, and misery, which have 
now began in most countries, will not 
cease till all are subdued, or brought 
into obedience to the reign of Christ. 

All must allow that the Cholera Mor- 
bus, in its progress, and in the selec- 
tion of its victims, very remarkably ful- 
fils the words of Christ in respect to 
one being taken, and another left, both 





* Adam Clarke has very justly observed, 
that the expression, “ this generation shall 
not pass away till all these things be ful- 
filled,” has reference to the race of the 
Jews, which should continue to exist as 





a distinct people till Christ’s kingdom and 
reign should be established on the earth. 
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companions together, following the 
same occupation, and equally exposed. 
And many suppose that this singular 
malady will yet visit this country, if 
not extend over the whole habitable 
globe. 

It has been observed before, that 
neither this visitation nor any other of 
these latter judgments, will have any 
tendency to bring men to repentance, 
or make them any better at present. 


















































A hardness and insensibility seems to 
prevail among mankind, which will not 
be arrested until they experience still 
greater calamities and miseries. As 
an evidence of this hardness and in- 
sensibility, under the present visita- 
tion of the Cholera in England, the 
following is given in a late French 
paper, from a letter received by the 
Academy of Sciences, written by M. 
Majendie, a respectable physician, de- 
puted to visit England, to obtain par- 
ticulars in regard to the best mode of 
treating the Cholera. The writer 
states, “ that he found the terror in- 
spired by the disease to be in ratio of 
the distance from the seat of infec- 
tion. At London, the alarm was ge- 





















; — 
vernment for not surrounding the town 
with a cordon of troops; which, as q 
physical preventive, would have been 
ineffectual.’’* 

Another evidence of the little moral 
effect, or even seriousness, likely to be 





—s 


* “A few days ago,” says the London 
Medical Gazette, ‘* Mr. Majendie, in re. 
turning to Paris from his visit to Sunder. 
land, was asked by a distinguished physi. 
cian in London, what he thought of the 
Cholera!” “* Ithink,” said Majendie, “that 
it is a disease which begins where others 
end—with death.” 

“ The following,” says the Troy (N. Y.) 
Sentinel, ‘*is an extract of a letter from 
an officer on board the United States ship 
John Adams, to his friend in this city, de. 
tailing the breaking out and spread of 
that most dreadful of all diseases, the 
Cholera, on board that beautiful ship. 
The letter is dated Gulph of Smyrna, 
Sept. 2, 1831. 

**Since | wrote from Constantinople, 
we have met witha dreadful disaster. The 
night previous to our leaving that city, 
the Cholera Morbus made its appearance 
aboard our ship, and swept —_ eleven 
of our stoutest and best men. Fifty others 
are on the list, six of whom are in danger. 
The first three who were attacked, died 








neral, and he was gazed at as the most 
courageous of beings, voluntarily to 
come to meet the pestilence. When 
he reached one hundred miles from 
London, the wonder was greatly di- 
minished, and his arrival at Sunder- 
land produced no more effect than 
that of any ordinary traveller. He says 
he was very flatteringly received by 
the faculty. ‘That the cases of Cholera 
he has seen, far exceed all the images 
of horror he could possibly have 
formed. The most athletic man, in 
perfect health, becomes in a few mi- 
nutes, to all appearances, except that 
he retains the power of breathing, a 
perfect corpse, and the countenance 
assumes the most ghastly character. 
All this, however, produces scarcely 
any moral effect on the mass of the 
population; business is going on as 
usual, and no more notice is taken 
than if it were an ordinary disease. 
M. Majendie praises the English go- 
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in nine hours—two of whom I saw when 
they were first taken, being then on 
watch; they gave a death-like yell, and 
fell on the deck like stones: a few mo- 
ments after, they commenced vomiting & 
thick slimy substance, after which their 
hands and feet gradually became cold, 
and finally, they expired without a groan; 
their eyes sinking in their sockets. I have 
seen men die in the West Indies, of the 
yellow fever, like flies, but it did not 
shock me so much, although I was very 
young at the time. The moment the third 
man died, we got under way, and anchored 
about ten miles below the city, where we 
remained one day, waiting for some of our 
men who were at Com. Porter’s house a 
sisting to get it in order. We are now at 
a place called English harbor, about 20 
miles from Smyrna. [ buried two men 
this morning, one of whom was opened; 
his stomach was very much distended. 
There are three of the six in danger, who 
certainly cannot recover, as they are be- 
ginning to grow cold about the limbs 








head, a symptom of approaching death.” 

_A London paper, ‘" speaking of the 
disease at Smyrna, says, ‘in eleven days 
nearly 9,000 deaths took place.” 
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roduced in England by the visitation 
of the Cholera, will be seen in what 
follows. The manager of the Coburg 
Theatre, London, lately announced a 
‘new farce,” entitled ‘* Cholera Mor- 
bus, or Love and Fright.’’ The sub- 
ject was taken up by a correspondent 
of the London Times, who called upon 
the Government to suppress it, as “a 
daring act of impiety.”” The Author 
came forward in his own defence, and 
stated that the object of the manager 
was “to assist in diverting the minds 
of the public from the terror-spreading 
accounts;”’ and added, ‘* The experi- 


ment has met with the approval of 
the public press, and been received| 


with LAvanTER and Applause, night 
after night, by numerous audiences, 
which is a strong argument in its fa- 
vour: and should you, Sir, [meaning 
the Lord Chamberlain, who was sup- 
posed to have the right for its suppres- 
sion] or Government, think proper to 
send any one to witness its represenia- 
tion, I fear not the result.’’ It is pre- 
sumed, therefore, that the farce is con- 
tinued. 

Agreeably to the prophecy, no judg- 
ments for some time hence, will be at- 
tended with any better effects than the 
one now under consideration; and 
what this will be, may be learned from 
what has already been stated. It is 
certainly a very serious and melan- 
choly time. Religious societies, as 
such, will continue to get worse and 
worse, till their entire dissolution: and 
if any one wishes to be found approved 
in these days of evjl, he must look to 
God for himseif alone, avoid as much 
as possible all contention and wran 
gling about points of doctrine; and re- 
gard, and highly prize every one that 
is truly sincere, and endeavouring to 
do right, whatever particular views he 
may entertain with respect to minor 
points in religious doctrine. And every 
one must, for himself, look unto the 
giver of every good and perfect gift, to 
be enabled to love his enemies, do 
good to those that hate him, and de- 
spitefully use and persecute him. The 


j 


smallest departure from this important 
rule of conduct, which Christ himself 
has laid down for all his followers, 
even under the greatest provocations, 
will subject us to the danger of being 
carried away, as by a flood, from the 
path of righteousness and true peace. 
And none will be able, in these days, 
to walk in this path, and follow this 
rule, without divine assistance; and to 
have that divine assistance we must 
look in humility and sincerity unto 
Him with whom all things are possi- 
ble, and who is ever ready and willing 
to grant assistance to all those that 
seek after it aright, having no confi- 
dence in themselves, and possessing a 
realizing sense of the truth of these 
words of Christ—** Without me ye can 
do nothing.” 

EVENTS SHORTLY TO BE 

FULFILLED. 

The 28, 29, 30 and 31 verses in 
Matthew chapter xxiv. the 24, 25, 26 
and 27 verses in Mark, chapter xiii. 
and the 25, 25, 27 and 28th verses in 
Luke, chapter xxi. refer to.the calami- 
ties and convulsions that will now 
shortly come upon the earth, previous 
to the universal reign and glory of 
Christ’s kingdom throughout the world. 
This kingdom will be established by 
the power and influence of Christ him- 
self, after men have in vain long sought 
by their own efforts to establish it 
themselves, and when mankind in gen- 
eral, of every country and every clime, 
are made sensible. by the deepest af- 
flictions and troubles, that there is a 
God that ruleth and judgeth in the 
earth—as will be the case under the 
almost universal and distressing mise- 
ries that will come upon men during 
the pouring out of the seventh and last 
vial of the wrath of God. 

In Luke, chapter xxi. are given the 
following signs of Christ’s coming to 
rule over the nations, and subdue all 
things unto himself. ‘* And there shall 
be signs in the sun, and in the moon, 
and in the stars; and upon the earth 








distress of nations, with perplexity; 
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the sea and the waves roaring; men’s 
hearts failing them for fear, and for 
looking after those things which are 
coming on the earth; for the powers 
of heaven shall be shaken.”’ ‘These 
strong emblematical representations 
denote the great convulsions, tumults, 
and overturnings in states and king- 
doms, both great and small, which will 
take place ere long, throughout the 
world. The same events are presented 
to us in the Revelation, under differ- 





ent figures and emblems, on the pour- 
ing out of the seventh vial, at which 
time all these calamities and judgments 
will receive their full and final accom- 
plishment. When this vial is poured 
out, it is said: ** And there were voices, 
and thunders, and lightnings;* and 
there was a great earthquake, such as 
was not since men were upon the earth, 
so mighty an earthquake, and so great. 
And every island fled away, and the 
mountains were not found.’’ 'Thestrong- 
est and most powerful states and king- 
doms will now be overthrown and 
brought to an end by the stone cut out 
without hands, spoken of in Daniel, 
which stone soon becomes a great 
mountain, and fills the whole earth. 
“For the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the sea.’’—Jsaiah ii. 19. 

It is to those who live at the time 
of these severe calamities and judg- 
ments under the last vials, that the 
words of Christ (Luke xxi. 36,) are 
principally addressed—* Watch ye 





. Says a commentator, “*Voices, seem 
uniformly, in the prophetic language of 
all the prophets, to denote informations of 
new things, and writings concerning new 
discoveries. Thunders, seem uniformly 
to denote Doctrines, and the introduction 
and teaching of new opinions: and light- 
nings, seem to denote convictions of truth 
and the bringing Divine Truth to light.” 
In the opening of the Gospel dispensation, 
Rev. i. 19, it is there said; * And there 
were lightnings, and voices, and thunder. 
ings, and an earthquake, and reat hail!” 


The earthquake and hailh igni 
powermt aul here signified the 
tion. 

















slaughter of the Jewish na- ||! 





therefore, and pray always, that ye 
may be accounted worthy to escape all 
these things that shall come to pags, 
and to stand before the son of man.” 
For at this time the greatest calami- 
ties and miseries will come upon the 
whole civilized world, as signified by 
the great hail which falls upon men 
out of heaven, every stone about the 
weight of a talent, and the plague of 
which is said to be exceeding great, 
Yet men, we are told, will blaspheme 
God on account of it. But their blas- 
phemy will soon be at an end, for this 
hail denotes the most fierce and de- 
structive slaughter by the sword, and 
corresponds to the treading of the 
wine-press of the wrath of God. And 
the sanguinary strife signified by this 
hail, will not cease till all are subdued 
to the peaceable reign and kingdom of 
Christ, or else utterly destroyed. For 
this is the last of the judgments which 
are sent to humble and bring men to 
repentance, or destroy them from off 
the earth; and no more calamities or 
miseries will be experienced for a 
thousand years. There will, then, as 
foretold in Isaiah, be nothing to hurt 
or destroy in all the holy mountain, 
which mountain is the advancement 
of that stone cut out without hands, 
which destroys all the temporal king- 
doms of this world, becomes a great 
mountain, and fills the whole earth. 
See Danicl, chapter vii. 

The calamities which have now be- 
gan in most countries, will be followed 
by one and another still more severe, 
till a different and better order of 
things is established on the earth, a3 
far superior to the present, as Chris 
tianity was to Judaism—for the true 
spirit and principles of the gospel will 
then predominate over all selfishness 
and sectarian influence, and govern 
‘he hearts of men generally. Wars 
and fightings of every kind will cease 
and there will be no occasion any 
longer to say to another, “ Know the 





Lord, for all shall know him, from the 
miah 


east, unto the greatest.”—Jere 
Xxxl. 34, 
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ON RESIGNATION AND DIVINE 
PROVIDENCE. ’ 

When there is a want of a full and 
entire resignation to every event in 
life, italways argues one of two things— 
either that we doubt the providential 
ordering, or the wise permission of 
events; or else that our wills are op- 
posed to the will of God, and we are 
not satisfied that he should order and 
direct things according to his wisdom 
and goodness. But says one; Does 
the writer believe that every event is 
under the orderings or superintendence 
of providence? Let us attend to the 
words of Christ himself, for more full 
satisfaction on this subject. Knowing 
that his disciples would be called to en- 
dure great trials, for their comfort and 
encouragement, he thus addressed 
then, Matthew x. 27, 30:—“ What | 
tell you in darkness, that speak ye in 
light: and what ye hear in the ear, that 
preach ye upon the house-tops. And 
fear not them which kill the body, but 
are not able to kill the soul.—Are not 
two sparrows sold for a farthing? and 
one of them shall not fall on the ground 
without your Father. But the very 
hairs of your head are all numbered. 
Fear ye not therefore; ye are of more 
value than many sparrows.’ These 
words of Christ plainly imply, that 
every event concerning his disciples, 
would either be ordered, or wisely and 
graciously be permitted by providence 
for their good. And as little of this 
belief as there is now in the world, at 
no distant period, such a belief will be 
general in the earth. 

There can be no doubt, but every 
thing is under the orderings of provi- 
dence, or permitted for some wise and 
beneficent end, to bring about events 
that will ultimately redound to the 
glory of God, and be productive of the 
most good to mankind. John Wesley, 
who cannot be considered a fatalist or 
a predestinarian, admits this in his 
notes on that passage in Romans, 
where it is asked, “If our unright- 
eousness command the righteousness 
of God, what shall we say? Is God 








unrighteous, who taketh vengeance?” 
On this passage, he says: “« God forbid 
—by no means. If it were unjust in 
God to punish that unrighteousness, 
which is subservient to his own glory, 
how should God judge the world?— 
Since all the unrighteousness in the 
world, will then commend the righteous- 
ness of God.”’ This is in effect, saying 
that the wisdom and goodness of God 
in the end, will be manifest in the per- 
mission of whatsoever comes to pass. 
Nevertheless, sin will be punished, be- 
cause man is so much a free agent 
that he becomes answerable for his 
actions in every case where sin is com- 
mitted. 

There are many instances where the 
Lord, on account of former sins, pre- 
vious unfaithfulness, or self-confidence, 
so far leaves a person, that it fellows 
as a certain consequence, that he will 
do wrong and be justly punished—not 
so much on account of the immediate 
act for which he is punished, as for 
acts of disobedience, unfaithfulness or 
self-exaltation before committed, un- 
known perhaps by others, and almost 
unobserved or unheeded perhaps by 
himself: or he may, by the permission 
of providence, be punished by man for 
crimes he has never committed, on ac- 
count of other crimes which he has 
committed. Thus it was consistent 
with the equitable dealings of the Lord, 
that the Apostle Paul should suffer 
more for his faithfulness in the cause 
of Christ than any other of the Apos- 
tles, because he lad been so mad 
against, and caused so many others to 
suffer for their faithfulness to that same 
cause. He could not justly complain 
of his sufferings, because he had in- 
flicted great sufferings on others. 

Again, a person may suffer or expe- 
rience what is considered a disadvan- 
tage in this world, not for any thing he 
or his parents have done, “ but that 
the works of God should be made 
manifest in him,’’ as in the case of 
the man born blind, John xix. 2, 3, 
For said Christ, ** neither hath this 
man sinned, nor his parents.”’ In all 
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such cases, ample reward, or a just 
return, will be made to them for all 
they suffer, either in this world, or in 
the life to come. Job was permitted 
to suffer, that it might be shown to his 
adversary, that he was sincere, and ac- 
tuated by a higher principle than self- 
interest; and also that he might he an 
example for all others under sufferings. 
But “ the Lord blessed the latter end 
of Job more than his beginning,”’ and 
“gave him twice as much as he had 
before,” and he was “ comforted over 
all the evil’? which had come upon 
him. 

Furthermore: The Lord often keeps 
those from, or in the hour of tempta- 
tion, that have kept the word of his pa- 
tience, (see Rev. iii. 10,) while others 
who have been unfaithful, he leaves to 
enter into, or to be overcome under 
temptations and trials. At the time 
they are overcome, they may, perhaps, 
be so situated and so left, that the 
Lord expects (if we may so speak) 
that they will be overcome. In such 
a case, they are no worse perhaps, in 
the sight of God, than if they had not 
been overcome, but are so only on 
account of previous unfaithfulness to 
required duty, or for not conscientious- 
ly adhering in former times to what 
they knew to be right. For says the 
Lord, “ Are not my ways equal?” The 
ways and dealings of the Lord will 
always be found according to equity 
and justice. Because what Abimelech 
did, was done “ in the integrity of his 
heart,”’ the Lord says, “ I also withheld 
thee from sinning against me.” Peter's 
self-confidence, that though all should 
forsake Christ, he would not. rendered it 
proper for him, and it would be useful 
to him, to be so left that the certain 
consequence was, that he denied 
Christ. For this he received no re- 
buke from Christ, or enjoyed any less 
his favour. And when afterwards 
Christ asked him, whether he loved 
him ** more than these,” meaning the 
other disciples, Peter does not now 
presume to say that he loved him more, 












































loved him—so that his frailty hed 
proved useful to him, and lessened hig 
self-confidence and forwardness to 
boast of himself, and his attachment to 
Christ. For Peter had said, “ Although 
all shall be offended, yet will not 1.” 
and when admonished by Christ, “he 
spake the more vehemently,” saving, 
“If LT should die with thee, I will not 
deny thee in any wise.” 
Paul's bold and public reproval of 
Peter for the dissimulation he used ig 
refusing to eat with the Gentiles, when 
the Jewish believers from Jerusalem 
were come to Antioch, rendered it 
just with God to leave him to consent 
to use the same dissimulation (when 
he went up to Jerusalem) by going 
into the temple, “ to signify the accom. 
plishment of the day of purification,” 
(afier the old Jewish rites now to be 
abolished) in order to induce the Jew- 
ish converts at Jerusalem, who were 
all zealous for the law, to believe that 
what they had heard concerning his 
speaking against the Jewish customs, 
(as he had done) was not true, but 
that he walked orderly, and kept the 
law, when at the same time, Paul knew 
that the ceremonial law was not to be 
observed. This act was certainly no 
less blameable than that for which he 
rebuked Peter—being indeed precisely 
of the same character, and it took 
place after he had “* withstood Peterto 
the face’’ for the same thing, and re 
buked him before them all for the dis- 
simulation which he practised, in order 
to appear fair in the eyes of the Chris- 
tian Jews which had come from Jeru- 
salem to Antioch. Such is human na- 
ture, and so is the wisdom of God in 
leaving one to be overcome who seem- 
ed to boast over and exercise severity 
towards another. ‘* Wherefore,” as- 
the same Apostle afterwards says 
“Let him that thinketh he standeth 
take heed lest he fall.’ This is a suita- 
ble admonition to all, and if we re 
prove another on any account, we 
should be careful to do it in a spirit of 
meeknexs, as the same Apostle also 








but was content only to say that he 
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says the Apostle, * lest thou also be| 
teinpted.”? Who can say they would 
endure such a temptation any better 
than the Apostle Paul? for he was 
urged to practise this dissimulation by 
James, and the elders at Jerusalem, 
who desired brim to be at changes with 
four others, go into the temple, and 
undergo a purification of seven days, in 
order to induce the Jewish converts, 
who were zealous of the law, to believe 
he “walked orderly, and kept the 
law,” in accordance with their Jewish 
prejudices. But we find this device 
did not turn out as was anticipated. | 
In the performance of this very act, 
the Apostie’s greatest troubles com- 
menced. He was seized in the temple; 
more than forty, soon after, bound 
themselves under a curse, that they 
would neither eat nor drink till they 
had killed him: and he was kept several 
years a prisoner, and sent as a prisoner 
to Rome. 

We do not find that any one rebuked 
Paul for practising this dissimulation, 
as he rebuked Peter. And the Lord 
was able, and no doubt did overrule 
all, for the furtherance of the Gospel, 
though the Apostle Paul seems to have 
experienced in consequence of it, a 
large share of punishment, and was 
several times very near losing his life. 
But an Alimighty arm protected him, 
and he was brought before kings and 
rulers, to plead the cause of Christ. If 
a sparrow falleth not on the ground 
without the Father, much more would 
not the Apostle’s life be taken, till he 
had finished his course, and fulfilled 
his mission. And then in mercy, and 
not in judgment, he was permitted to 
seal his testimony with his life, that all 
might be convinced that he wassincere, 
and knew the truth of those things 
which he declared to others. 

In concluding this article, one sub- 
ject further presents itself for consi- 
deration, in illustrating the ways of 
providence. 

The very singular and foolish reply, 
which Rehoboam made to the children 








of Israel, when they came to inquire 


what they were to expect under his 
reign, before the government was yet 
placed in his hands, can be accounted 
for only by supposing (what appears 
to be the fact) that providence left him 
to give such a reply in order to bring 
about the separation of the ten tribes, 
as had been foretold some time before. 
Indeed, we are expressly told that 
“ the eause was from the Lord,”’ to ac- 
complish this very purpose; and it 
most effeetually did accomplish it, as 
any one might know it would, except 
given up to great blindness, as Reho- 
boam and his friends most certainly 
were. For the people had said to 
Rehoboam, “Thy father made our 
yoke grievous; now, therefore, ease 
thou somewhat the grievous servitude 
of thy father, and his heavy yoke that 
he put upon us, and we will serve thee.” 
But Rehoboam “answered them rough- 
ly,’ and said, ** My father made your 
yoke heavy, but I will add thereto; my 
father chastised you with whips, but 
will chastise you with scorpions.” In 
such a critical situation, before he was 
yet placed on the throne, and while 
another was present, ready to take the 
kingdom, nothing short of a judicial 
blindness or infatuation, could have in- 
duced him to give such a reply to a 
most reasonable request. Says Jose- 
phus, * By these words the people 
were struck as it were by an iron ham- 
mer, and were so grieved at the words, 
as if they had already felt the effects of 
them, and they all cried out aloud, and 
said, {as might be expected] « We will 
have no longer any relation to David or 
his posterity after this day.’” Jose- 
phusadds: ** Now this was done accord- 
ing to the will of God, that what Abijah 
had foretold {that ten of the tribes 
should go to Jeroboam] might come to 
pass.”’ The answer of Rehobeam ef- 
fectually accomplished this event; for 
the ten tribes could net be prevailed 
on to overlook such an arrogant an- 
swer, or to come under the govern- 
ment of the person that made it. 

The proud spirit which Rehoboam 
had indulged, and his improper asso- 
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ciates had fully prepared him to give 
such a foolish reply: but at the time 
he made it, the Lord might have left 
him so destitute of all sound wisdom 
and discretion, as not to impute to him 
any sin on account of the words them- 
selves; for we do not find that any di- 
vine rebuke was ever made to him by 
reason of them. ‘The ways and deal- 
ings of providence ever have and ever 
will be according to equity. For this 
division would never have been per- 
mitted to take place had Rehoboam 
been a much worse man than he actu- 
ally was, provided the people had been 
right themselves,* and deserved a bet- 
ter condition of things than the un- 
pleasant affair of this division among 
the children of Israel, and the wars 
that afterwards followed between the 
two separate parties, as a consequence 
of the division. As little belief as 
some may have in a governing and su- 
perintending providence in the affairs 
of kingdoms and nations, perhaps they 
will be able to believe this. If not, it 
will be no less certain to the minds of 
others. 

A belief in a governing and superin- 
tending providence, is now perhaps as 
much wanting as in any age of the 
world. But it will not be always so. 
For nothing is more comfortable and 
consoling to a sincere mind, in the 
present state of things, than to know 
that all events are under the control- 
ling band of an all-wise and merciful 
God, who can say in respect to every 
event, thus far shalt thou go, and no 
farther; and who will direct all things 
in such a way as to produce a right 
state of things in the end. And a be- 
lief that this is the case, will, before 
many years, be as general as it is now 
uncommon in the world; for the Lord 
is beginning a work in the earth, which 
will not cease in its operations till all 
things are brought into subjection and 
obedience to the kingdom and reign 


























































































































































































































* The reason why the Lord permitt 
this untoward event to take ak oa 














of Christ. And though at first 

few will be able to see the Lord’s de. 
signs in the commotions, turmoils, and 
calamities which are coming on the 
earth, and fewer still will be resi 

to them, yet after a time thousands wil] 
be convinced that the Lord does aj 
things right, and they wil! be constrain. 
ed to say, as in Rev. xv. 3, 4, “ Great 
and marvellous are thy works, Lord 
God Almighty: just and true are 

ways, thou king of saints. Who shall 





not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy 
name? for thou only art holy: for all 
nations shall come and worship before 
thee; for thy judgments are made 
manifest."’ All nations shall at length 
‘become willing that the Lord should 
rule and govern all things according to 
‘the counsels of his own will—well 
knowing,as we are told in Psalms, xevii. 
2, that though ** Clouds and darkness 
are round about him; righteousness 
and judgments are the habitation of his 
throne.” 


——— 
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UNIVERSAL PROVIDENCE. 
Extracted from the Theology of Nature ty 


wey | 
When we look abroad upon the uni- 
verse, we observe that every portion of it, 
however large or however minute, is the 
dwelling place of animated life. Crea 
tures of every rank, from the soaring eagle 
ito the feeble insect, from the mighty ele- 
phant to the creeping reptile; creatures 
of every size and form and mode of exit 
tence, crowd all the regions, the spaces, 
the habitations of earth, of ocean, and of 
air. Now, there is for each one of these 
a path in which to go, an element to live 
in, a food some where deposited to sus- 
tain it: but how does each one, wi 
delay, without uncertainty, without mis 
take, find its proper sphere and provision! 
Man with all his knowledge could never 
find it. Yet there is not a way so d 
there is not a mode of action or habit 80 
strange or curious, there is not a provision 
so hidden, but the mole, the creature that 
lives but for an hour, goes straight to its 
destined end, as if the clearest reason in- 
spired it, as if the experience of ages 
guided it, as if the light of heaven shone 
upon its unknown way. And heaven's 








the Israelites, may be seen 1 Kings xi. 33. 




















light does shine upon its way; and a 
of more than parental care leadeth it; # 
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mighty intelligence, diffused every where, 
through every clod of earth, through 
every tract of the inhabited waters, through 
every region of the populous air; a mighty 
intelligence there is, like a sunbeam, 
guiding the children of instinct, in the 
darkness and in the light, in the obscure 
and the clear, in the height and in the 
depth, and abroad in every unknown land 
by man, untrodden path in the living uni- 
verse. A mighty intelligence there is, 
but gracious and kind, present with every 
being, providing for every occasion, help- 
ing the feeble, and directing the strong, 
opening the store houses of nature, and 
pointing each one to his abode, his safe- 
guard and his supply. 

But not only in every sphere and ele- 
ment of nature, does every tribe of the 
animal creation need an appropriate sus- 
tenance, and a peculiar set of habits, but 
each one needs a different covering, 
suited to the mode and place of its exis- 
tence. With man to provide this clothing 
is the work of contrivance and art; manu- 
factories are est«blished at immense cost, 
and every year adds to the list of new in- 
ventions and new fabrics; a fair portion of 
all the industry in the world is employed 
in these labours. But while man, because 
he is endowed with skill to manufacture 
his own apparel, and in order that he may 
live in all climates, and possess the world 
for his inheritance, is left to provide for 
himself, as his exigencies require, observe 
how admirably nature has taken care for 
all its irrational children. * They toil not; 
they spin not,’ and yet man, in all the pride 
of regal pomp, and all the splendour of 
opulence, in all the multiplicity of his in- 
ventions, is not arrayed like one of these; 
and is obliged, for his goodliest adorning 
and attire, for his down and his furs, for 
his ermine and his waving plumes, to re- 
sort to the humble creature that prowls in 
the wilderness, or makes his habitation 
among the rude and unsightly rocks, or 
steals from the ice of the poles. When- 
ever these tenants of nature wander over 
the mountains that are covered with eter- 
nal snow or beneath the blazing firmament 
of the zone, whether they cut the liquid 
stream, or try the course of heaven; 
whether they walk forth in their might 
and shake the earth with their footsteps, 


orcreep among the silent reeds and by| 


the still water courses; whether they paw 
with the war-horse in the valley, or weave 
their gossamer web that is shaken in the 
breeze; behold each one has his appropri- 
ate vesture, such as all human art could 
not form and-cannot imitate. Let this art 
be tasked to the utmost, and it cannot 





—= 
weave the fine fabric that clothes the back 
of the spider, and which, we may add, 
under the magnifying glass, is more beau- 
tiful than all the richest dyes can stamp 
upon our most exquisitely wrought fa- 
brics; let this art be tasked to the utmost, 
and it cannot make a feather; it cannot in 
its choicest soil and climate, cause any 
thing to grow like the furs that are nou- 
rished amidst the frozen latitudes of the 
north; it cannot form such a coat of mail 
as guards the leviathen of the deep. 

And why, let it be asked, is all this, and 
from whence does it proceed? Why does 
‘that which in animals of the warm lati- 
'tudes is a thin covering of hair, in the cold 
regions of the earth thicken to a warm 
clothing of fur; and why does this, in the 
severest seasons, become longer and 
| warmer to meet the exigency’—a rule so 
invariable that the dealers in fur depend 
upon it with perfect confidence.—Could 
the sending of an additional garment by a 
_kind parent, to a child destitute and ex- 
|posed, more strikingly indicate a consi- 
derate, a tender care? And why, also, do 
the scales of the fish, so perfectly adapted 
to his element, become in a bird, the 

most delicate and buoyant plumage, a 
clothing so fit and beautiful, that nothing 
more appropriate could be given to crea- 

tures that dwell in the air, and sing among 
the branches. It is unlike the fur of an- 
mals which it most resembles, in being 
cooler as well as that it is fitted for flight, 
and yet when the sun has withdrawn his 
power, and chilling shades come on, it is 
capable of being gathered and wrapped 
_more closely fora mantle in the night sea- 
‘son. Here is united in one dress, light- 
‘ness as wellas beauty, strength and buoy- 
‘ancy, adaptation for every climate and ele- 
ment, apparel for the day and clothing for 
the night. Well did the sacred teacher, 
.so remurkable for his frequent allusions to 
inature, say, ** consider the ravens; behold 
the fowls of the air; look abroad upon the 
wonders of the creation; consider these 
things, O man! and be wise, be faithful 
and confiding.” 

Confide in God. Trust in a Being, 
whose inspection and care nothing can 
escape; whose goodness created wants but 
to supply them; whose bounty hath no 
law but that of infinite diffusion. Believe, 
that he who heareth the young Yavens 
when they cry, will hear the voice of thy 
prayer. 

Believe, that he who hath a providence 
over the limbs and senses, even the weak- 

est and lowest of them, hath a providence 

over the mind. Believe, that he who 
guideth the way of instinct, who guideth 
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THE REFORMER. 








bird in his migration from | 
clime to clime, will guide the soul in its | 
untried and unknown way. There Is a) 
power, says a poet of our own, in an ad- 
mired passage :— 


the flight of the 


“ There is a power, whose cares 
Teaches thy way along the pathless 
forest, — 
The desert and illimitable air— 
Lone wandering, but not lost.”— 





And how reasonable, as well as beauti-| 
ful, is the inference! 


‘¢ He, who, from zone to zone, 
Guides through the boundless sky the cer- 
tain flight, 
In the long way that I must tread alone, 
Will guide my steps aright.” 











[ The following remarks, copied from a late | 
paper, furnish additional evidence of the 
superintending care and wisdom of an 
Almighty Being.) 

SCIENTIFIC HINTS. 


Ice is the natural state of water; it is| 
only by the addition of caloric, (heat,) | 
that it becomes fluid. The reason why 
water in freezing bursts the closed vessel 
in which it is contained, or rises in the 
form of a bulb in an open one, is because 
ice is more porous than water, and there- 
fore occupies more room. A single cubic 
inch of water, while freezing, expands 
with a force equal to thirteen tons. The 
porous nature of the ice accounts for its 
swimming on the surface of water. Were 
it not for this beautiful exception to the 
common law of nature, by which all other 
bodies contract on the application of cold, 
successive layers of ice would be formed, 
and sink to the bottom, till the whole fluid 
mass would become one solid body of ice, 
by which all evaporation would be pre- 
vented, and vegetables deprived of their 
nourishment would wither and decay; ani- 
mals would perish from thirst and cold, 
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and this single change in the law of na- 
ture would be sufficient to destroy all liy- 
ing substances.—Columbian Register. 

[From the London Quarterly Review. } 
HORRORS OF THE CHOLERA MOR. 

BUS. 

We have witnessed in our days the birth 
of a new pestilence, which, in the short 
space of fourteen years, has desolated the 
fairest portion of the globe, and swept off 
at least fifty millions of our racé. It has 
mastered every variety of climate, sur- 
mounted every natural barrier, conquered 
every people. It has not, like the simoon, 


| 











oe 





blasted life, and then passed away; the 
cholera, like small-pox or plague, takes 
root in the soil which it has once possess. 
ed. The circumstances under which the 
individual is attacked are no less appallin 
than the history of the progress and mor. 
tality of the disease. In one man, says 
an eye witness, the prostration of strength 
was so great that he could hardly move 
limb, though he had been but fifteen 
minutes before in perfect health, and ac. 
tively employed in his business of a gar. 
dener. A Lascar in the service of an off. 
cer was seized in the act of picking up 
his rice, previous to going out to cut grass 
close to his master’s feet, and being una. 
ble to call for assistance, he was observed 
by another person at a distance from him, | 
picking up small stones and pitching them 
towards him, for the purpose of attracting 
his notice. This man died in an hour. It 
is no wonder that the approach of such 
a pestilence has struck the deepest terror 
into every community. 

The origin of this disease is not known. 
It broke out at Jessore, about a hundred 
miles south east of Calcutta, in August, 
1817. “Spreading from village to village, 
and destroying thousands of the inhabi- 
tants, it reached Calcutta early in Sep- 
tember. It then spread into other parts 
of the country, taking different places in 
succession; and at length it appeared in 
the grand army, and eventually extending 
over a large portion of Hindestan.” In 
Bassora, which contained 60,000 inhabi- 
tants, in fourteen days it destroyed from 
15,000 to 18,000 persons. In seven 
months, it had extended from Caramania 
to Judea, over a space of not Jess thana 
hundred leagues, and reached the shores 
of the Mediterranean. But it was intro- 
duced into Europe at the mouth of the 
Volga on the Caspian Sea, in 1850. 


TURKEY. 

The Pacha of Egypt has lately invaded 
Palestine and Syria, and a war between 
him and the Turkish Sultan may be et 
pected to follow. A late paper states, 
“ Turkey is in a state of apparent decay: 
In addition to the revolt of Egypt, Da 
mascus is a scene of riot.” 
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